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When attempting to identify caryophyllene, it should be
remembered that the nitrosochloride and the nitrosate are derived
from a different hydrocarbon than the blue nitrosite.1) Hence
the precaution should be taken to prepare the nitrosite as well
as the nitrosochloride or nitrosate.

For the preparation of the nitrosochloride, 5 ccm. of alcoholic
hydrogen chloride are added to a well cooled mixture of 5 ccm.
caryophyllene, 5 ccm. acetic ether, 5 ccm. alcohol and 5 ccm. ethyl
nitrite. Under the influence of sunlight the nitrosochloride soon
separates.

For the preparation of the nitrosite, 5 ccm. of glacial
acetic acid are cautiously added to a mixture of 5 ccm. caryo-
phyllene, 12 ccm. petroleum ether and 5 ccm. of a saturated
solution of sodium nitrite. In the cold the nitrosite crystal-
lizes out.

For the preparation of the nitrosate, a solution of 5 ccm.
of concentrated nitric acid in 5 ccm. glacial acetic acid are
cautiously added to a well cooled mixture of 5 ccm. caryo-
phyllene, 5 ccm. glacial acetic acid and 5 ccm. ethyl nitrite.
Finally alcohol is added and after 2 hours the nitrosate
separates out.

Quite convenient is the preparation of caryophyllene alcohol.2)
25 g. of the hydrocarbon are dissolved in a mixture of 1000 g.
glacial acetic acid, 25 g. concentrated sulphuric acid and 40 g.
water. After prolonged heating of the mixture, the more readily
volatile products are removed by distillation with steam, after
which the pure alcohol is obtained by continued distillation.

Selinene.

While investigating the highest boiling fractions of celery
seed oil, Ciamician and Silber3) found a sesquiterpene which,
however, they did not further characterize. When this ses-
quiterpene was later on examined in the laboratory of Schim-
mel $ Co. it was ascertained that it was not identical with any
of the known sesquiterpenes and was named selinene.
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